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Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the achievements of one of
my constituents, Mr. Deven Amin of
Easton, Pennsylvania. Deven, a senior
at the Blair Academy in Blairstown,
New Jersey, recently raised $7,500 in
local contributions for the Nyumbani
Village Project in Kenya.

Nyumbani Village, located a short
distance from Kenya’s capital, Nairobi,
is a settlement where HIV/AIDS af-
fected orphans are placed under the
stewardship of elderly Kenyans in mu-
tually Dbeneficial family settings.
Founded in 1992, the village today pro-
vides shelter, nutrition and education
for roughly 160 orphans, over 100 of
which are infected with HIV/AIDS, and
63 elderly adults. From infants to teen-
agers, these orphans represent nearly
every tribe and ethnicity in Kenya.

In the past 2 years, Deven has twice
traveled to Kenya to volunteer at
Nyumbani, where he helped cultivate
the village’s farm, organize children’s
activities and assist families with var-
ious household duties. After witnessing
firsthand the impact of this unique
project on its many participants,
Deven returned to Easton eager to
share his experiences, enhance aware-
ness of the global HIV/AIDS epidemic
and generate local support for the con-
tinued development of the Nyumbani
Village.

This year, Deven raised an aston-
ishing $7,500 for the project through an
ambitious letter-writing campaign that
targeted local businesses and health
care professionals. The funds gathered
by Deven will be used to help construct
a critical multipurpose hall in
Nyumbani. This structure will provide
necessary recreation space for children
during times of inclement weather and
serve as a gathering place for the en-
tire Nyumbani community. Construc-
tion of the facility has been identified
as a top priority by the program’s di-
rectors, who envision the settlement
housing between 1,200 and 1,600 individ-
uals in the future.

While raising money, Deven also edu-
cated residents of the Lehigh Valley
about the devastating impact of HIV/
AIDS in Africa through various speak-
ing engagements at local organiza-
tions. Recently, Deven spoke at the
Palmer Township Kiwanis Clubs, and
he will address an audience at a local
Rotary International chapter in the
near future. He also plans to host a
chapel service at his high school in late
November. Deven’s desire to enhance
local awareness of global HIV/AIDS
through firsthand accounts of his expe-
rience in Kenya is truly commendable.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues today join me in recognizing
the achievements of Deven Amin,
whose selfless efforts will undoubtedly
improve the lives of hundreds of Ken-
yan orphans impacted by HIV/AIDS.
We are all extraordinarily proud of
Deven. On behalf of myself and the peo-
ple of the 15th Congressional District, I
congratulate him and thank him once
again for what he has done to help
make this world a better place.
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IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, when
General Petraeus testified before Con-
gress last month, there was a lot of
happy talk from the administration
about how much improved things had
gotten in Iraq. From the way they
talked, you would have thought that
Iraq had become a sort of paradise, a
middle eastern Shangri-La.

But now it’s back to harsh reality,
and yesterday the administration
handed us yet another bill for their
senseless occupation of Iraq. This time,
the tab is $46 billion in supplemental
funding. And this is for Iraq as well as
Afghanistan. That’s on top of the near-
ly half trillion dollars we have already
spent in Iraq. And make no mistake,
this isn’t the last bill for Iraq that we
will be getting. The administration has
no exit strategy. Instead, it has a strat-
egy to keep the occupation going for
decades. So the bill will keep piling up
until our credit cards are absolutely
maxed out. To make matters worse,
the administration had the gall to
hand us this enormous bill just a few
weeks after vetoing the SCHIP bill,
which they said was too expensive.

Let’s examine the White House’s
logic. Our policy in Iraq is a failure
while the SCHIP program is a big suc-
cess. So you would think the adminis-
tration would want to cut our losses in
Iraq and increase our investment in
SCHIP. But, no, it’s the other way
around. The White House has turned
into Superman’s bizarro world, where
everything is the opposite of what it
should be.

Yesterday, when the administration
announced its funding request, the
President said, and I quote, “I often
hear that war critics oppose my deci-
sions, but still support the troops.
Well, I'll take them at their word, and
this is the chance to show that they
support the troops.”

Well, a few weeks ago, the adminis-
tration had a chance to show that it
supported the troops, and it blew it.
The SCHIP bill that was vetoed in-
cluded the bill that I sponsored, H.R.
3481, the Support for Injured Service-
members Act. This bill amends the
Family Medical Leave Act to allow
family members of a soldier wounded
in Iraq or Afghanistan or any other
conflict to take up to 6 months leave
from work to care for that soldier.

This change in the Family Medical
Leave Act is desperately needed by the
families of our brave troops. The Dole-
Shalala Commission reported that 21
percent of active duty soldiers, 15 per-
cent of reservists and 24 percent of re-
tired or separated soldiers have had
family members or friends give up
their jobs to care for them while they
recovered from their wounds. And 33
percent of active duty soldiers, 22 per-
cent of reservists and 37 percent of re-
tired or separated soldiers have had a
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family member or close friend relocate,
relocate for extended periods of time to
care for them while they were in the
hospital. So extending the Family
Medical Leave Act benefits would help
many military families when they ac-
tually need the help the most. That’s
why my bill has been endorsed by the
Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica, the Enlisted Association of the Na-
tional Guard of the United States, the
National Military Family Association,
and the National Partnership for
Women and Families.

The administration’s veto of SCHIP
was a slap in the face, not only to the
children that will not be covered, but
to all of these fine organizations.

Let’s support our wounded troops and
their families and let’s support our
courageous troops in the field in Iraq
by rejecting this administration’s re-
quest for supplemental funding, but,
instead, fully funding the safe, orderly
and timely redeployment of all of our
troops and of all of our military con-
tractors. That way we will be sup-
porting the troops in Iraq.

This is what Congress must do. This
is what the American people want. And
if we fail to do it, we will have failed
the American people and our troops.

——
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3867, SMALL BUSINESS CON-
TRACTING PROGRAM IMPROVE-
MENTS ACT

Ms. SUTTON, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 110-407) on the resolution (H.
Res. 773) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 3867) to update and ex-
pand the procurement programs of the
Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SARBANES). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. HINCHEY) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———————

MUHAMMAD A. NASSARDEEN,
FOUNDER OF RECYCLING BLACK
DOLLARS IN LOS ANGELES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it was
with great sorrow that I learned of the
loss of a stalwart champion of political
and business empowerment within the
Los Angeles community. I'm speaking
of Mr. Muhammad A. Nassardeen, a
pioneering entrepreneur and a staunch
promoter of ‘‘economic activism.”

Muhammad Nassardeen founded Re-
cycling Black Dollars in 1988 as a way
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